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SUBJECT:ECE - REVISION OF TIR CONVENTION 
REF: GENEVA 1047 

1. AS DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS ISSUES RAISED BY REFTEL, 

THEY CONSIST OF (A) WHETHER MEMBER STATE OCCUPYING EC PRESI- 
DENCY CAN ALSO ACT ON BEHALF OF EC AS AN INSTITUTION, 

RATHER THAN JUST ON BEHALF OF THE NINE MEMBER STATES AND (B) 
WHETHER EC AS AN INSTITUTION CAN BECOME SIGNATORY TO REVISED 
TIR CONVENTION ALONG WITH THE NINE INDIVIDUAL EC STATES. 

2. THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 12 OF ECE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
NOTWITHSTANDING, WE ARE GENERALLY SYMPAT;ETIC TO DESIRE OF 
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FORA. FOR EXAMPLE, WE SUPPORTED THEIR SUCCESSFUL APPLICA- 
TION AT THE 29TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR UN OBSERVER STATUS. 

IT CAN ALSO BE ARGUED THAT THE EC REPRESENTS A SUI GENERIS 
CASE NOT FALLING UNDER THE DEFINITION OF AN INTERGOVERNMEN- 
TAL ORGANIZATION AS CONCEIVED BY ORIGINAL DRAFTERS OF ECE 
REFERENCE TERMS. WHICH PREDATE EXISTENCE OF EC. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, WE WOULD AT THIS STAGE LIKE TO BE HELPFUL. 
HOWEVER, WE SHOULD AVOID TAKING LEGALISTIC POSITION WHICH 
COULD INJECT US INTO MIDDLE OF THE CONTROVERSY. WE HAVE NO 
OBJECTIONS TO EC BECOMING SIGNATORY TO REVISED CONVENTION, 
EXCEPT IN UNLIKELY EVENT THIS WOULD LEAD TO SUBSTANTIVE 
CHANGES IN CONVENTION DETRIMENTAL TO US INTERESTS. 

4. FOR EC BRUSSELS: YOU MIGHT WISH TO DISCUSS PROBLEM 
WITH APPROPRIATE COMMISSION OFFICIALS. INGERSOLL 
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